
P.O. Box 1135, Midland, MI 48641
989-492-0042
info@sosar.org

www.sosanimalrescue.org

SOS Animal Rescue Newsletter • Volume 11, Issue 1 • January 15, 2011

Sunday, January 16
Noon – 3:00 p.m.

Adopt-a-Thon at PetSmart

Monday, January 17
6:30–7:30 p.m.

SOS Meeting in GAD Library Room B

January 19 – March 3
Spay Day Online Pet Photo Contest

Sunday, February 6
Noon – 3:00 p.m.

Adopt-a-Thon at PetSmart

Sunday, February 20
Noon – 3:00 p.m.

Adopt-a-Thon at PetSmart

Monday, February 21
6:30–7:30 p.m.

SOS Meeting in GAD Library Room B

Tuesday, February 22
National Spay Day

Sunday, March 6
Noon – 3:00 p.m.

Adopt-a-Thon at PetSmart

Saturday, March 12
Scrapbooking Fund-Raiser

Sunday, March 20
Noon – 3:00 p.m.

Adopt-a-Thon at PetSmart

Monday, March 21
6:30–7:30 p.m.

SOS Meeting in GAD Library Room B

May 5
SOS Rummage Sale Drop-Off

May 6 & 7
SOS Rummage Sale

Saturday, October 8
Dirty Dog Trail Run

Adopt-a-Thons may be cancelled

if no pets are available for adoption.

SOS EVENTS
2010 Year in Review

This has been an amazing year for SOS Animal Rescue. We started the year off by

updating our mission statement to more accurately reflect our group’s focus:

To reduce the number of unwanted pets in the Midland area through
placement, public education, spay/neuter assistance programs and

support for the efforts of local animal welfare groups.

Placement – We placed 17 dogs and 17 cats in new homes in 2010. In addition, we

helped keep pets in existing homes by delivering pet food to 50 families this past

year. All the many food donations were much appreciated by families who needed a

little extra help for their pets. Helping a pet stay in their current home is the easiest

placement of all.

Public Education – We provided education materials to the public at over 40 events

and programs in 2010. We also expanded our newsletter from six to ten pages to

allow for more educational articles. Educating people on responsible pet ownership

is a cornerstone for long-term success.

Spay/Neuter Assistance – We provided assistance to 153 pets and counting in 2010.

The program to date has helped 1244 pets. If each surgery prevents one unwanted

litter we have saved over 600 puppies and kittens in 2010 and almost 5000 since the

program began in 2004. And due to generous donors and successful fund-raisers we

will increase funding for the program back to pre-recession levels in 2011. This is

more important than ever with the closure of Midland County Animal Control.

Support for the Efforts of Local Animal Welfare Groups – This was a new focus in

2010 and led to inviting other animal groups to our Bark in the Park event, donating

extra supplies to other rescues, posting links on our website to other groups, and

creating an e-mail distribution list to share relevant information.

Plus – Other activities in support of our group

are the addition of Twitter and Facebook

accounts, unveiling a new website, adding 26

new volunteers to our group, and all the other

little details that make an organization of this

size have a positive impact on the community.

Many thanks go to all of the volunteers
and donors who helped this organization
accomplish so much in 2010. With this

kind of support, 2011 will be even better!

Joann Taylor

President, SOS Animal Rescue



Comet, the Beta Fish

by Liz Shook

My adopted friend Comet has passed

on. I rescued him over two years ago,

and what a delight he has been. And to

think that his family didn’t want him

anymore and was going to flush him

down the toilet! So I told them I would

take him, and this fish just blossomed

when I adopted

him. Of course,

I had to get

him a bigger fish

tank and different

gravel – a red Beta with

red gravel was a bit

much. Comet went from a

little one-quart bowl to a two-gallon

tank with neutral colored stones

(gathered from Lake Superior shores),

plants, and a cave – accessories that I

had gathered while working at a pet

store when I lived in Houston, Texas.

When I transferred him to his new

mansion, I think he was dazed at first.

He just swam in this little area for a

minute or two and then realized his

world was suddenly bigger and more

exciting. I swear this fish smiled when

he swam around exploring his new digs!

His color became deeper red and his

fins doubled in size. So I think he was a

happy fish for the last years of his life.

It is amazing to me how this little fish

became such a wonderful little friend –

all creatures great and small!

Spay/Neuter Programs
Excerpts from Care 2 Make a Difference posting

by Sharon Seltzer

Pet overpopulation has been a constant problem in the U.S. It has taken the lives of

millions of innocent animals, like a disease. Statistics show that three to four million

homeless pets are euthanized in animal shelters every year, simply because there are

not enough homes for all of the cats and dogs in this country. The data shows that

the most effective way to stop this problem is by spaying and neutering pets.

80/20 Rule

In most cities, the majority of intakes at animal shelters comes from a small

percentage of pet owners. It’s the 80/20 rule at work: 80 percent of the problem

comes from 20 percent of the population. Typically the majority of unwanted cats

and dogs comes from three segments of a community:

• Low-income Areas: Research shows that poorer neighborhoods have several times

the number of “unaltered” adult cats and dogs than affluent areas. Those pets

reproduce and relinquished to shelters at a higher rate.

• Backyard Breeders: Studies reveal these individuals readily turn over to animal

shelters the kittens and puppies they are unable to sell.

• Feral Cat Colonies: In many communities, feral cats make up a large majority of

the felines euthanized in shelters.

The Program

Successful spay and neuter programs must be comprehensive and take into

consideration the needs of every type of pet owner. Here are some of the necessary

components for a successful mandatory spay and neuter program spelled out by the

ASPCA:

• The community should have an “adequately funded, readily accessible, safe,

efficient, affordable spay/neuter program.” Low-cost or free spay and neuter

clinics are a must.

• The community should “produce programs that are targeted to those

populations” that contribute the most to pet overpopulation.

• The community should “provide compelling incentives to have

the surgery performed.” This may translate into free vouchers or

materials to educate the public.

• Spay and neuter programs should be written with high quality

veterinary guidelines so that every surgery is safe.

• There must be a component that addresses feral cats, such as a

trap-neuter-release program.

• There must be a method to financially keep the program ongoing.

SOS Animal Rescue Spay/Neuter Assistance Program

A group of forward-thinking individuals started the SOS Animal Rescue spay/neuter

assistance program in 2004. Our program addresses all the components listed in the

above ASPCA article with the exception of feral cats. We target the low-income

segment of Midland County and the lowest cost clinics receive the majority of the

clients we assist. We provide vouchers to reduce the cost of the surgery and the vets

who accept the vouchers are in the business of providing care for personal pets,

ensuring that every surgery is safe. We have been able to maintain steady funding of

about $12,000 per year towards this program except in 2009. Thanks go to everyone

who supports the spay/neuter program. It is needed now more than ever and we

continue to look for ways to increase our funding as part of our mission to reduce

the number of unwanted pets in Midland County.
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Thank You
to all volunteers, members,

and donors who make

SOS Animal Rescue a success!

From the link on our website or

facebook or using the address

below, we hope you enjoy our

video, a montage of our fun,

educational, and heart-

warming experiences in 2010.

animoto.com/play/

OdAE0mLR6uJrzl8kRBcKRA,



THANK YOU!

Allis Information Management (AIM)

employees for their generous pet

donations of dry and canned dog

food, wet and dry cat food, kitty litter,

treats, and money donations.

Roberta Allard

Paul Allen

Anne Applegath

Susan Berghoff

Merry Blades

in memory of

horses Macho & Kizzy

Deb Boots

in memory of

loving dog Sally Sovereen

Cheryl & Sarah Christilaw

Daniel Cline

of Cline Close Dyer PLC

Mona Cline

Tamara Coppens

Michael & Diana Dalton

Eric & Tricia Eidsmoe

Chris Erskine

Evelyn Fagley

Leslie Foote

Deb Fugate

Terri Fryzel

for making the dog vests

Alisha English

for donating puppy pads

Marshall Giant

Gabriele Golombeski

Jeff Hall

Paul Hannah

Beverly Holtham

Judy & Tom Houghtaling

Alex Iwanow

Shelly James

Isabella Jansen

Anne Kelly-Rowley

Deb Lambesis

Larry G. Marshall

Medical Assistance Club

of Davenport University

Joan Monahan

Toni Nelson

Gloria Olson

Gary & Suzanne Paveglio

Teresa Pennington

Codi & Nicholas Pound

Rob Pound

in honor of Lois Ruszala

Mary Alice Ralph

John & Barbara Rothhaar

Leslie Russell

Soldan’s for hosting the Share Tree.

We received many donations of

pet-related items and gift cards to

use at Soldan’s & Vetmed.

Allen & Jean Spalding

Special Services Social Committee

in honor of Jeff Hall

Hitoshi Takahashi

Kathy Tangney

Joann Taylor

in honor of

Karen Sharp

Paul & Pam Vammer

Carol Veenkent

George & Dottie Wiederhold-Momany

Arnold & Sally Young

Sally Young, my mother

in honor of her 70th birthday

The fifth-graders of Mrs. Hill’s class

at Woodcrest Elementary

have very generous hearts.

It is often a tradition for students to

exchange gifts with one another at

their holiday parties.

However, these children decided to

purchase gifts for the animals of

SOS Animal Rescue instead.

They collected several bags of dog

food, cat food, treats, dishes, toys,

and even gave monetary donations.

SOS volunteer Liz Shook

(back right, with Santa hat)

accepted the items for SOS.

Thanks to the generosity

of these fifth-graders,

many animals will benefit.
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Do I Go Home Today?

My family brought me home cradled in their arms.
They cuddled me and smiled at me and said I was full of charm.

They played with me and laughed with me and showered me with toys.
I sure do love my family, especially the girls and boys.

The children loved to feed me, they gave me special treats.
They even let me sleep with them - all snuggled in the sheets.

I used to go for walks, often several times a day.
They even fought to hold the leash, I’m very proud to say.
These are the things I’ll not forget -- cherished memory,
because I now live in the shelter -- without my family.

They used to laugh and praise me when I played with that old shoe.
But I didn’t know the difference between the old ones and the new.

The kids and I would grab a rag, for hours we would tug.
So I thought I did the right thing when I chewed the bedroom rug.
They said that I was out of control, and would have to live outside.

This I did not understand, although I tried and tried.
The walks stopped, one by one; they said they hadn’t time.
I wish that I could change things, I wish I knew my crime.

My life became so lonely, in the back yard, on a chain.
I barked and barked, all day long, just to keep from going insane.

So they brought me to the shelter, but were embarrassed to say why.
They said I caused an allergy, then they each kissed me good-bye.

If I’d only had some classes, when I was just a little pup,
then I would have been a better dog when I was all grown up.

“You only have one day left.” I heard the worker say.
Does that mean I have a second chance?

DO I GO HOME TODAY?

Spay Day Pet Photo Contest

SOS Animal Rescue will participate in the 2011

Spay Day Online Pet Photo Contest which runs

from January 19 – March 3. Here’s how it works:

• Participants enter the photo contest by

uploading a photo of their pet and choosing

SOS Animal Rescue as the beneficiary

organization from the list, at no cost.

• Participants ask their friends, family, and

colleagues to vote for their pet’s photo! Each

vote costs $1.

• When the contest is over, beneficiary

organizations will receive 100 percent of the

vote money that was designated to them by

participants. Any money not designated to one

specific organization will be split equally among

all beneficiary organizations.

• Earnings from the photo contest is to be used

for spay/neuter surgeries, services, subsidies,

vouchers, clinic construction, or supplies.

Check out our website starting January 19 for the

link to the contest. Until then, select your favorite

pet picture so you’re ready to upload on the 19th!

We raised over $1000 last year. Help us achieve our

goal of $2000 in 2011.

Dynamic Duo

Kate Davies and her walking

partner Annie participated in

the Dirty Dog Trail Run in

October. They really went the

extra mile – or in this case

extra 5K – to raise funds for

SOS Animal Rescue. Kate

solicited donations from

sponsors, did the 5K walk

TWICE, and raised $375.

Thank you, Kate and Annie!

National Answer Your

Cat’s Questions Day

If you love living with your cat,

making her happy, and untangling

the mysteries of her felineness,

mark your calendar! January 22 is

National Answer Your Cat’s Questions Day. Visit

www.petcentric.com to read some fun cat queries.

They are written as questions, answers, and

rebuttals because we all know that cats like to have

the last word. Here’s a sample:

Cat’s Question: Why do you keep shutting the doors

in the house?

Person’s Answer: Lots of reasons, my dear cat. To

keep you out of some rooms, to conserve energy,

sometimes out of habit. What’s the big deal?

Cat’s Rebuttal: Okay, well I need to know what’s

going on in my own house. I’ve marked it all as my

territory and I want it accessible at all times. When

you close doors, you cramp my style.

Reprinted from www.petcentric.com.
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Man Who Talks to Dogs

by Melinda Roth

The Man Who Talks to Dogs: The Story of Randy Grim &

His Fight to Save America’s Abandoned Dogs is the first

book published about Randy Grim, founder of Stray

Rescue of St. Louis, Missouri. It takes you through

his very first rescue, a rescue that was not anticipated,

but one that he could not ignore.

While detailing Randy’s heart-wrenching sagas of

attempting to gain the trust of the street dogs of St.

Louis, the book also opens our eyes to the conditions

of dogs that live in the shadows of our cities and rural

communities. His book also points out many of the

ongoing problems that cultivate such inhumane and

thoughtless abandonment. The Man Who Talks to Dogs

is a must read for anyone who cares about animals.

Veterinarian, bioethicist,

and author Dr. Michael

W. Fox wrote in the

foreword, “This book is

a clarion call for civic

action in all

communities at home

and abroad for dogs’

sake. The health and

well-being of dogs and

other animals, wild

and domestic, are

clear indicators of the health

and well-being of every human community and of

our moral progress as a humane and responsible

species.” I think that says it all.

Are You Ready for Me?

by Claire Buchwald & Amelia Hansen

Adopting a dog, or any animal,

for that matter, is a huge step

and should be carefully

considered. Children should

be involved in the decision to

get a dog, along with

understanding the

commitment and

responsibility of living with

their new family member.

For ages 4 to 8, Are You Ready for Me?

takes the reader through the necessary and important

day-to-day upkeep of having a dog, from providing fresh water in a

clean bowl, to daily walks and playtime. It also teaches that puppies

need patience and kind words until they learn and grow into well-

balanced adult dogs.

Each page covers an aspect of caring for a dog with wonderful

illustrations. Located in the back of the book are a contract that

family and children can review and discuss, a checklist of things

they should know and be prepared to do, and a list of things they

will never do. If all criteria are not met, it gives food for thought

that perhaps your family may not yet be ready for a dog, but does

provide suggestions on how to be ready in the future. A free

accompanying kit that can be downloaded online.

This is a great book for kids and family. Come to think of it,

adults without children might benefit from this book prior to

adopting. Positive, loving, and responsible pet care is such an

important life skill that all parents should want to teach their

children in order to make this world a better place for animals.

SOS Animal Rescue Partners with VetMed to Promote National Spay Day

Local Citizens Urged to Spay or Neuter Pets

SOS and Midland Vetmed will partner in recognition of National Spay Day on February 22 to promote the life-saving benefits of

spay/neuter. Spay/neuter protects pet health, improves pet behavior, and lessens the burden on animal shelters and taxpayers.

In 2009, 100 puppies and 500 kittens were dropped off at Animal Control. These unwanted litters are a direct

result of pet owners not spaying and neutering their pets. SOS Animal Rescue has been providing spay/neuter

assistance to Midland County residents since 2004. Over 1,200 cats and dogs have been altered since the

beginning of the program. The program is funded entirely by donations and fund raisers held in the

community. Dedicated volunteers and generous sponsors are the reason SOS Animal Rescue has

been able to allocate over $69,000 to this program since its inception.

Please join us in celebrating National Spay Day by sponsoring at least one spay or neuter in our

community. For more information, visit www.sosanimalrescue.org or call 989-492-0042.
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Your Pet Needs You Even More When Disaster Strikes

When disaster strikes a community, essential services like water are often unavailable. So what can you do to ensure your pet is

cared for during and, especially after, a disaster?

• Keep your pets’ vaccinations up-to-date.

• Know where your pets can go whether it’s a friend or family member, pet-friendly hotel, animal shelter, or boarding facility.

• Place your contact information, including the name of an out-of-state contact on your pets’ ID tags, microchip registrations,

and licenses.

• Prepare an emergency kit of leashes, collars, extra ID tags, water, food, medications, health records, and photos to prove

ownership.

• Have on hand portable carriers large enough for your pets to stand and turn around in.

• Prepare a first-aid kit, including your vet contact information and an authorization to treat your pets.

• Gather any relief plans developed by your local Red Cross chapter; emergency management office; or police, fire, health,

wildlife and agriculture departments so you know where to turn for specific resources.
Reprinted from www.americanhumane.org.

Microchip Identification

Only one in every five pets that are taken into an animal

control facility are ever reunited with their families. Losing

your pet is one of the worst experiences you can ever go

through. Microchips are a permanent means of

identification for your pet, implanted under your pet’s skin,

so they can’t be removed, lost, or altered like collar tag

information.

You should consider several things prior to

having your pet “microchipped.” First,

since the chip is under the skin, it is not

visible and won’t be found unless a

scanner is used to look for and

identify the chip. Second, there is

no official national standard in the

U.S. regarding the radio frequency

of the chips, and not all scanners will

read all chips. In spite of these things,

microchips are relatively inexpensive to

have placed and certainly do provide an

opportunity for identification if your pet is lost.

To increase successful identification, you can have two

microchips implanted, ensuring that at least one will be

found regardless of the type of scanner used. Have your pet

scanned at least once a year to ensure the chips can be easily

found. Also be sure to maintain your current contact

information in the microchip database. Do continue to

provide an external source of identification, such as collar

tags, including one stating the pet has a microchip.

Unfortunately, there is no way to guarantee that your pet

will never get lost, but taking as many precautions as

possible is good insurance.

Obesity

Our pets have also been victims of our over-indulgent and

increasingly sedentary lifestyles, and obesity is a common

medical problem. If you have been told that your pet is 4 or

5 pounds overweight and is supposed to weigh 20 pounds,

this is 20 to 25 percent over normal body weight, which is

considered obese. Pets suffer from all of the same weight

related ailments as people do, such as exacerbated arthritis,

breathing difficulties, strain on the heart,

and increased risk of diabetes.

The only solution is lifestyle changes,

eating less, and exercising more. The

type of food should be a weight-loss

formulated diet, so calories are

reduced but essential nutrients,

vitamins, and minerals are

provided. Increasing physical

exertion can often overcome the

problem of a pet who begs for food, or

always acts hungry, as well as raising

metabolism. Walking with your pet is the most common

recommendation, but when this is not possible, there are

many other solutions. Playing with your pet using a toy that

stimulates chase and/or retrieval is one way. If your house

has stairs, putting food dish somewhere not on the main

level forces more activity. Even throwing pieces of food

across the floor will increase activity!

There are also several sources of support, such as Hill’s Pet-

Fit Challenge, a contest to help people and their pets both

achieve healthier weights. Just remember that you are being

kinder to your pet by keeping him healthy than by giving in

to the begging for treats.

WHAT EVERY PET PARENT SHOULD KNOW ABOUT...
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Adopting the Perfect Family Pet

Adopting a pet is a big decision for any family and not one that

should be entered into lightly. With such a wide variety of pets and

breeds, you want to find one that will fit well into your family

dynamic. The following tips will help you find the perfect pet for

your family.

1. Involve all family members in the household in the decision

process of selecting your pet.

2. Determine any constraints of your home. Will your pet of choice

need a large yard or do you need a pet best suited for apartment

living?

3. Determine any constraints of your schedule. Are you able to

devote enough time for the exercise, grooming and training that

your pet will need?

4. Make sure you can afford the pet. Pets can cost quite a bit. You

need to factor this in when making your decision.

5. Do you have the time and patience needed to devote to the

training of a young pet, or would your family be better suited with

an adult?

6. Identify what temperament and personality you would like in a

pet.

7. Do your research. Familiarize yourself with pet breeds to find one

that is well suited for your family and lifestyle.

8. Have each family member spend some one-on-one time with the

pet prior to adoption.

9. Find an adoption center. Know the history and background of

your pet before you bring him into your home.

10.Go with your gut. If a particular pet “just feels right” chances are

he will fit well into your family dynamic.

Reprint from Wellness pet food website.

SPAY/NEUTER 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Female Cats 41 90 93 109 90 64 64

Male Cats 26 64 57 70 49 32 39

Female Dogs 14 31 32 30 44 28 35

Male Dogs 13 17 30 41 20 6 15

TOTAL 94 202 212 250 203 130 153

Spay/Neuter Statistics

From January 2004 to December 2010,

SOS Animal Rescue has spayed/

neutered 1244 cats and dogs.

The economic downturn in 2009

and early 2010 resulted in reduced

funding for our spay/neuter

assistance program. Thanks to

generous donors and successful fund-raisers, SOS Animal Rescue restored the program to previous levels in November 2010. We

are once again able to fund surgeries for male dogs and increase our assistance to three female pets per family per year. If each

surgery prevents one unwanted litter, the spay/neuter program has reduced the number of unwanted pets by over 500 in 2010

and 5000 since 2004.

This program has a huge impact on our community and is needed now more than ever. Last year 100 puppies and 500 kittens

were turned into Midland County Animal Control. Where will these unwanted litters end up in 2011? If you know anyone who

needs spay/neuter assistance, please contact us at info@sosar.org or 989-492-0042 to apply for assistance. Be a part of the solution

and spread the word – Prevent a Litter, Fix Your Critter.

Morley Portraiture’s Pet Photos

Fund-Raiser a Big Success

Thank you, Morley Portraiture, for hosting a fund-raiser

for SOS Animal Rescue. Over 100 photography sessions

were held on two days and raised $1500 while collecting

450 pounds of dog food. Proceeds from the event will

be used by SOS to help reduce the number of

unwanted pets in Midland area through placement,

public education, and spay/neuter assistance programs.

Pictured above are Holly Jozwiak and Kathy Morley in

the front row and Marissa Mason in the back row (not

pictured are Sharon Heilbronn and Becca Mills).

SOS Rummage Sale • Drop-Off on May 5 • Sale on May 6 & 7
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Minimizing the Risk of Dog Bites

There are ways to prevent children from being bitten by dogs.

We tend to forget that dogs do not communicate in the same

way as humans. For example, humans make eye contact when

communicating and use an open handshake. Both of these

behaviors may be seen as a threat to dogs.

Training is the key to preventing dog bites. By that we mean

that dogs, children, and adults need to be trained in how to

approach and communicate effectively.

Sleeping Dogs

Teach children not to approach a sleeping dog. When

awoken from a deep sleep, humans have been known to

behave defensively, to strike out. Dogs when woken in fright

may behave in the same way. Dogs should not be disturbed

when sleeping. If you need to wake the dog, call him from a

distance to allow him time to become oriented. Provide him

with a bed that is separated from noisy high activity areas. This

will minimize the risk of unintentionally waking him in fright.

Feeding Dogs

Children should be taught not to approach a dog that’s

eating or gnawing on a bone. Dogs may become protective of

their food or bones. Dogs can be conditioned to accept

interference with their food from the time they enter the

house as a puppy. This requires the owner to teach the dog not

to react if its food is removed while eating. Start by putting a

small amount of food in the bowl, then moving your hand to

the box to add more food. In this way, the presence of a hand

becomes rewarding. If the puppy is happy and does not show

signs of aggression, take the food away. Reward the puppy with

a pat. After the puppy has sat and been given a reward, the

food is returned and the puppy resumes eating. This training

should continue throughout the dog’s life, especially if there is

a possibility of children entering the property.

When Approaching a Dog

Children should be taught to leave strange dogs alone and to

report stray dogs to an adult who may be able to deal with

the dog appropriately. Many behaviors humans show towards

each other can be perceived as a threat to dogs. If a dog is in

the company of its owner, it is essential to ask the owner’s

permission to approach the dog. The owner of the dog must

initiate the introduction of a new person to the dog. The dog

should be approached on an angle, not from the front or rear.

Once closer to the dog, slowly extend the back of the hand

and allow the dog to sniff the hand before tickling under the

chin or the side of the chest. Dogs should not be patted on

the top of the head or the shoulders. An open palm facing the

dog may be seen as a threat by the dog and may cause the dog

to act defensively. If the dog doesn’t sniff or backs away, do

not attempt to pat it.

Young children can be rough and unrelenting. They may be

unaware that their behavior is annoying for the dog. Their

high-pitched squeals and uncoordinated attempts at showing

affection can disturb the dog, causing it to act defensively or

trigger a chasing response. Discourage rough, inappropriate

play, as this may over excite the dog.

Supervising Children Around Dogs

Young children should never approach a dog without the

permission of the owner. Adults should initially control the

child’s movements when they are learning to interact with

dogs. One good way to start is by holding and guiding a young

child’s hand to pat the dog gently. Young children need

constant supervision when in contact with dogs. Establishing

eye contact with a dog can send a strong message of

domination which can be perceived as a threat to the dog.

When Approached by a Strange Dog

Children are easily excited. A common reaction in their

excitement is to run and squeal. This behavior can frighten a

dog who may only be curious, or want to join in the fun.

Never approach a strange dog without the permission of the

dog owner. It is useful to teach children to stand straight and

still (“like a tree trunk!”) and not raise their hands above their

heads.

Important Dog Behavior to Recognize

As with other animals, dogs have a special way of

communicating with each other and humans. Most people

recognize the wagging tail as a sign of a happy dog, but fewer

people really know or understand other signs of dog body

language. A dog’s body language gives us clues about how a

dog may be feeling. A dog should be left alone if it lifts its lips,

growls, backs off, or raises the hair on its back.

Reprinted from www.Pedigree.com.

Thank you, Soldans
of Bay City & Midland,

for Pet Photos with Santa!
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T-Shirts For Sale!
Good quality shirts with these designs

are available for $15 each.

They may be purchased at our regular

adopt-a-thons at PetSmart or any other

public event we are participating in.

For an extra $5, we can mail it to you.

All proceeds benefit SOS,

so get yours now to

Show Your Support!

Scrapbooking

Fund-Raiser

Saturday, March 12

10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.

at Scrapbooks Galore & More

$30 for a day of food and fun

(goody bag plus lunch, dinner, & snacks provided)

Visit our website or call Scrapbooks Galore & More

at 835-5577 after January 22 for more details

12 spots are first-come, first-served

Sign up by sending check, name, address, and phone to

SOS Animal Rescue, P.O. Box 1135, Midland, MI 48641

Bark in the Park Logo

Contest

SOS Animal Rescue, Midland Parks

and Recreation, and Downtown

Development Authority are

sponsoring a Bark in the Park logo

contest.

Bark in the Park is a series of fun

events held at the dog park each

summer since 2006. It’s time to

have a logo to represent this annual

event. Check out our website after

January 22 for more details. In the

mean time, put your creativity hats

on and start developing that

winning entry!

BARK
IN THE PARK



Mission Statement

SOS Animal Rescue is a non-profit 501(c)3

organization whose mission is to reduce

the number of unwanted pets through

placement, public education, spay/neuter

assistance programs, and support for the

efforts of local animal welfare groups.

Officers

Joann Taylor, President

Shelley Park, Vice President

Darlene Andrews, Secretary

Karla Oldenburg, Treasurer

Board of Directors

Dawn Carsten

Liz Shook

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!

P.O. Box 1135, Midland, MI 48641-1135

989-492-0042

info@sosar.org

www.sosanimalrescue.org

Newsletter Editor

Sheryl Billmeier Hnizda

Midland
VetMED

Shelley Park

Park Place Homes


