
sos events

Adopt-athon
PetSmart

Saturdays • 12:00–5:00
Sundays • 12:00–4:00

Monthly Meeting
Grace A. Dow Library
Conference Room B
July 16 • 6:00 p.m.

Bark in Park
July 22

6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Bark in Park
August 12

6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Bark in Park
August 26

6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Monthly Meeting
Grace A. Dow Library
Conference Room B

September 17 • 6:00 p.m.

Dirty Dog trail Run
September 19

Board meeting have changed to 
the Third Thursday in the month. 

The meetings are held at the 
Grace A. Dow Memorial Library 
in Conference Room B at 6:00 

p.m. The board does not meet in 
August and December.

Check the website for other 
updates to the schedule.

P.o. Box 1135, Midland, MI 48641
989-492-0042
info@sosar.org

www.sosanimalrescue.org
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Dirty Dog trail Run Announces new Partnership with 
the Judy v. spencer Fund

The seventh annual Dirty Dog Trail Run will be held on Saturday, September 19. 
New this year are chip timing, immediate race results, and finish line photos. Sign 
up for the race at www.itsyourrace.com.

The race also has a new partnership with the Judy V. Spencer Fund. This fund 
was set up by Michael Spencer in honor of his mother Judy V. Spencer and 
provides funding to ensure victims of domestic violence can provide a safe haven 
for their pets. “By providing shelter and care for pets of domestic violence victims, 
we remove a large hurdle for people trying to escape this cycle,” Spencer said. 
“Knowing that their pets are out of danger and being cared for also gives domestic 
violence victims more of an opportunity to concentrate on themselves to improve 
their situation.”

Had a fun time at Bark For 
Life where the dogs do the 
walking to raise money for 

the American Cancer Society. 
Thank you to everyone who 

supported our team.

Trail Run

SOS
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Platinum sponsors 
M-20 Animal Hospital

Morley Portraiture
Park Place Homes 

PetSmart 
Precious Cat

River Rock Animal Hospital
Surrey Vet Clinic

Tractor Supply Company
VetMed of Midland 

 
Gold sponsors 
Aberro Creative

Animal Pal
Krogers

Northern Animal Clinic
Soldan’s

Superior Title and Settlement 
Target

 
silver sponsors 

The Gourmet Cupcake 
Shoppe 

Larkin Food Center 
Quilts For Cages
Wolverine Bank

 
Bronze sponsors 

Amazing Deli
Davenport University
Fullerton Tool Co., Inc

Glover’s Rexall Pharmacy
Great Scott Deli

Hugs for Homeless Animals
Midland Animal Clinic

MidMichigan Limo
Olive Garden

Road ID
Ross Medical Education 

Center 
Sanford Food Pride

Scrapbooks Galore & More 
Shelley’s Bed and Biscuit 

Shirlene’s Cuisine 
Thai Basil Bistro 

Zach’s Dog Groomery

thAnk you!

Thank you, Mirabel H., for raising $17.42 with your lemonade stand.

Mike Bartos
 Dan and Terri Fryzel in 

appreciation of Joann Taylor
Edward and Tammy Haskins

Ann Horowitz
Marlene Juhasz

 Andrew Koehlinger
Elizabeth Marshall

 Janice Poppe
 Madeline Sasse
Judith Scheuffele

Cathy Snyder
Angela Tewksbury
Wayne Yurgaites

IN MEMORY OF JOYCE KARTZ:
Ronald and Carol Bissell
Larry and Barbara Miller

Norma Prout
Judith Scheuffele

Gerald and Yoshie Ziarno

Thank you, Larkin Business 
Association, for the free space at 

the Township Hall for the township 
rummage sale.

RENA MARx IN MEMORY OF:
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Cook’s dad
Mr. and Mrs. Randall’s dad

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Crocker’s dad
Mr. and Mrs. James Ulinski’s dad

Beth Schoen’s beloved dog Hannah
Mrs. James Cullimore’s father

Whisper beloved pet of Ed, Goody, and 
Marissa Bueche

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Sucholdolski’s aunt
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Rabisdoux’s sister

Virginia Edgerton’s sister



thAnk you!
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Thank you for donating to the 
SOS Animal Rescue Personal Pet 

Assistance Fund. In the 2015 
Midland Community Foundation 

Give Local Campaign, $1,715 
was given with an additional 

$797 in matching funds.

Mark Barger
Nancy L. Barker

Phyllis Beehr
Sharon Brady

Bob & Jo Clarke
Susan Close
Laura Currie
Jeanne Dodd
Deb Fugate

Lynn & Bart Heil
Jennifer Klingler
Karla Oldenburg
Jennifer Piering
Betty Shangle
Jeffrey Smith
Joann Taylor

Cynthia Vickery

Thank you to everyone who donated shoes. We collected 1107 pairs!

Donated shoes will be redistributed throughout the Funds2Orgs network 
of microenterprise partners in developing nations. Funds2Orgs helps 

impoverished people start, maintain, and grow businesses in countries such as 
Haiti, Honduras, and other nations in Central America and Africa. Proceeds from 

the shoe sales are used to feed, clothe, and house their families.

We are considering doing the shoe drive again next year, so if you have shoes 
you want to donate, give us a call at 989-492-0042.

Saginaw ISD, thank you for your 
continued support of the PetSmart 

Cat Condos.

 Thank you,
Daisy Girl Scout

Troop 50834, for the
homemade catnip toys.

Thank you to everyone who donated, shopped, and
volunteered at our annual rummage sale.

Special thanks go to Tyler Snyder and Todd Bennett for the location.
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Thank You
for Displaying SOS

Donation Canisters!

Auto Technicians
B-Xtreme Cycle & Sport
Countryside Vet Clinic
Eastman Animal Clinic

Elvira’s
The Gourmet Cupcake Shoppe

HQ Bicycle
Larkin Food Store

M-20 Animal Hospital
Northern Animal Clinic

Soldan’s
Surrey Vet Clinic

Wall & Webb

how about some extra 
incentive for you
to walk your dog?

Did you know that there’s an 
app that earns donations for 

your favorite animal group while 
you walk? Walk for a Dog is a 

smartphone app that allows you 
to designate your favorite animal 
charity, and SOS Animal Rescue 
is one of the choices. Once you 
download the app, it will ask 

which group you want to support, 
and you can select SOS Animal 
Rescue. Get more info at our 

website and start walking today! 

sosanimalrescue.org/
walk-for-a-dog
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Saturday September 19th Midland City Forest 
Registration Opens @ 8a.m. & Races Start @ 9a.m. 

10k Run   •   5k Run Walk   •   1 Mile Walk 
Dirty Dirty Dog

 Dog 
7th Annual 

Trail Run 

All net proceeds from this event will go to: Judy V. Spencer Fund to provide funding to ensure victims of domes-
tic violence can provide a safe haven for their pets & SOS Animal Rescue to provide funding for animals in need 

through their foster, pet food assistance, and spay/neuter assistance programs. 

 
In Partnership with:  

The Judy V. Spencer 
Fund & 

PAWSitive Helpers 

New this year: 
Chip Timing 

Immediate Race Results 
Finish Line Photos 

Before 
9/5 

9/6- 
9/16 

Day of 
Race PRICING 

$25 $30 $40 5K Run Walk:  

$30 $35 $40 10K Run:  

$10 $10 $10 1 Mile Walk:  

Questions? Call 989-941-2585 
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Your donations help these animals receive medical care.
They are either still in treatment or waiting for their forever homes.

Gordon – frostbit ears.

Zinni – very pregnant with fleas, 
tapeworm, and coccidian.

Sofi – She has irritable bowel 
syndrome and needs to be on grain 

free food, no chicken though.

Kittens – lost mom so needed to be bottle fed.

Kalipso – blocked tear duct leading to a runny eye. 
His tail is also short due to an injury.

Salem – bladder stones that disappeared 
after changing to a better quality food.

AdOpTed!

AdOpTed!
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Why you should Make homemade Dog Biscuits

Written by By Bekka Burton. Reprinted from www.aaha.org.

Did you know that parsley is a key 
ingredient in homemade dog treats 
to combat bad breath? A zesty way 
to add some spice to your dog’s diet 
is to make homemade biscuits as a 
healthy and affordable alternative 
to store-bought treats. Apart from 
learning about interesting ingredients 
that boost wellness, there are other 
wonderful advantages too.

health
Perhaps your dog is suffering from 
weight issues or poor dental hygiene. 
Homemade dog treats are a great way 
to incorporate special ingredients 
that can help to optimize your dog’s 
health. Although your dog’s furrowed 
eyebrows, cocked head, and wagging 
tail may seduce you into giving more 
treats than necessary, don’t overdo 
it. Your dog needs a nutritionally 
balanced diet and your delicious treats 
should be included in the overall 
calorie count to prevent obesity. 

Ingredients
You have complete control over the 
ingredients. Leave out the additives, 
preservatives, and fillers that have no 
nutritional value. If you know your 
dog is crazy about certain foods, have 
at it! Or, leave out flavors he’s not a 
fan of. Feel at ease knowing you’re 
feeding your dog something healthy 
with wholesome ingredients. Best 
of all, if your dog has sensitivities to 
certain ingredients or is on a special 
diet, you don’t have to spend a lot of 
money on specialty items when you 
can simply make it at home. 

Cost
Making your own dog treats is typically 
quite cost-effective. Especially if you 
already have many of the ingredients 
on hand—perhaps you have parsley 
growing in your garden. Necessary 
ingredients that you do have to buy 
can often be found in the bulk section 
of your grocery store, and if the cost 
seems expensive up front, remember 
that you will likely be able to make 
many batches from your one purchase.

Dog’s size
When you make homemade treats, 
the control is in your hands, so you 
can make them an appropriate size 
for your dog. A Rhodesian ridgeback 
and a Yorkshire terrier certainly do 
not need the same size biscuit. The 
choices available online are ample for 
buying fun dog biscuit cookie cutters 
in different shapes and sizes.  

Foster your Relationship
What better way to say “I love 
you” to your dog than by making 
him something special to eat? The 
Internet provides countless recipes 
for homemade dog treats. Be 
cautious, though — not all of them are 
advantageous to canine health. Check 
with your veterinarian or a veterinary 
nutritionist if you are unsure about 
certain ingredients.

Here is one of my favorite recipes, 
taken from the blog My Baking 
Addiction:

Yield: About 24 small treats
Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 30-40 minutes

INGREDIENTS:
1 cup pumpkin puree
2 eggs
1/2 cup oats (option if your dog is on a grain-free diet,
 substitute an extra 1/4 cup grain-free flour)
2 cups whole wheat flour, brown rice flour, or gluten-free flour
3 Tbsp all natural peanut butter
1/2 tsp cinnamon (optional)

DIRECTIONS: 
Preheat oven to 350°F. In a small bowl, stir together the flour, oats, and cinnamon. In a separate large bowl, 
whisk together the eggs, pumpkin, and peanut butter until combined. Stir the wet ingredients into the dry. Pour 
onto a floured surface and roll the dough until it is 1/2” thick. Cut out the biscuits using a cookie cutter. The 
dough will be a little sticky; a dusting of flour on your hands and the rolling pin will help! Bake for 30 to 35 
minutes until golden brown. Place on cooling racks and let cool thoroughly. The biscuits will harden as they cool.

Peanut Butter 
Pumpkin Dog Treats



tnR: trap-neuter-Return

Trap-neuter-return (TNR) is a program through which free-roaming community cats (not belonging to particular humans) 
are humanely trapped, sterilized and medically treated, and returned to the outdoor locations where they were found. Why 
do we need TNR? Because there are too many cats to find them all homes. They breed quickly, and before you know it, one 
becomes twenty.

Our TNR program includes everything 
from loaning out traps to coming on-site 
to trap, transport, and return. This service 
is free to Midland County residents and 
includes the spay/neuter surgery. We use 
local veterinarians so the money we raise in 
the community stays here. There is an added 
benefit of a having a veterinarian to turn to if 
there is a medical issue with any of the cats.

We have completed TNR on 81 cats, which 
has prevented many litters of unwanted 
kittens. Let us know if you are aware of a 
location that can use this service.

 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Families helped 50 40 77 138 90 39
Dogs  56 121 180 104 52
Cats  149 159 210 174 89
Other animals  11 2 6 1 0
Total dog food delivered   2458 6386 3603 2113
Total cat food delivered   1627 2824 1866 764
Flea products     16 20

Pet Food 
Assistance 
Program
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(Above) getting ready to clean and disinfect 
the crates and carriers after a TNR trip. (Below 

left) transporting cats to and from the vet. 
(Below right) feral colony at a feeding station.



Spay/Neuter Statistics
If each spay/neuter surgery prevents two litters of 
unwanted puppies or kittens from being born the 
program has saved over 16,000 from a life of hunger, 
cruelty and disease. Thank you for making a difference 
in the lives of so many.

Spay/Neuter thru 2014 2015 Total
female cats 959 78 1037
male cats 646 70 716
female dogs 433 19 452
male dogs 312 20 332
total 2350 187 2537
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At sos Animal Rescue, we often receive 
questions about helping animals that are 

considered wildlife. A rescue must be registered 
to handle wildlife via the Department of natural 
Resources. Michigan rescues can be found at 

www.michigandnr.com/dlr.

tips and tricks for Pilling your Pet

Giving your pet the medication he needs at home can seem 
overwhelming. Here are a few tips and tricks to ease the 
pain of pilling your pet.

“Sasha doesn’t like pills, but she loves treats.” Get sneaky 
and hide the pill in a treat! Mix it into peanut butter or 
yogurt, stick it in cheese or bread, or wrap it in a small piece 
of deli meat. There are also pre-packaged treats available at 
your veterinary hospital and pet supply stores that are made 
specifically for hiding pills.

“Buster foams at the mouth and spits out the pills I give to 
him.” Some medications just taste bad. Your veterinarian 
will tell you when she is prescribing a medication that 
is known to be bitter tasting when chewed or licked. 
Transferring the pill into an empty gel capsule is a good 
solution for this. Empty gel caps can be purchased at 
pharmacies and health food stores. “Pill guns” are also an 
effective way to get a pill past your pet’s mouth without him 
tasting it. They are available at pet supply stores and require 
some practice to get the hang of, so ask your veterinarian to 
demonstrate how best to use it.

“Smokey gags when I put a pill down her throat.” Tablets 
and capsules sometimes stick in your pet’s throat. Coat the 
pill with butter and store it in the freezer. The butter will 
help the pill slide down, and freezing it will minimize the 
mess. Some medications must be kept at room temperature, 
so check with your veterinarian to make sure it’s okay to 
freeze the meds he has prescribed. Also, make sure your pet 
has access to fresh water; sometimes a little drink is all he’ll 
need to help things go down.

“Lucky just hates the sight of pills.” Crush the tablet, 
or open the capsule and mix it into his food. Some 
medications should not be broken or crushed, so check with 
your veterinarian first. Make sure your pet eats all of his 
food, or he might not get all the medication he is supposed 
to, defeating the purpose of putting it in his food.

Written by By Tiffany Plageman, CVT. Reprinted from www.
aaha.org.

GoPetplan.com/Driven-to-Bark

Many people think heat stroke only happen when pets are left in hot cars. The truth is heat stroke 
can occur even in your own backyard. This chart will help guide you safely thorugh the dog days 

of summer. 

spread the word,
save dogs’ lives!

learn more at GoPetplan.com/driven-to-bark or scan:

60° 1 1 1 1

2

3

4

5

65° 1 1 2

70° 2 2 3

75° 3 3 3

80° 3 3 4

85° 4 4 5

90° 5 5 5

95° 5 5 5

No evidence of risk: Have fun outside!

+1 if obese

+1 if brachycephalic breed

-1 if water is available

-1 if area is shaded from sun

+1 if less than 6 months old or elderly

Risk is unlikely: Have fun outside, 
but be careful!

Unsafe potential, depending on breed. 
Keep an eye on your pet outdoors.

Dangerous weather developing. 
Use caution.

Potentially life-threatening heat. 
Avoid prolonged outdoor activity.

how hot is too hot?

source: adapted from The Tufts Animal Condition and Care (TACC)

Don’t forget to sign up 
and list sos Animal 

Rescue as your charity. 
our number is 91497. 

so far this year, kroger 
has donated $168!

kRoGeR CoMMunIty ReWARDs
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Rescue Check is a public service website for 
adopters, donors, and pet professionals to review 
and rate their local area pet rescue. The website 
seeks to recognize and promote the work of pet 
rescue groups doing pet rescue well and to hold 
all rescues to a higher standard of care for their 
animals and for their communities at large. SOS 
Animal Rescue is listed, so leave a review if you 
have something to share. This is a place for the good and the bad to 
be shared with all. So far we are the only rescue listed in Michigan but 
you can add others to the database with a few extra key strokes.

Thank you, M-20 Animal Hospital, for your continued sponsorship of Neuter Palooza. 
So far this year, 39 male cats have been fixed. The Neuter Palooza includes free male cat 
neuters along with pain meds, health exam, flea treatment, and vaccines. Eligible pets are 
either free roaming cats or male cats in low income homes. Fill out an application on line 
if you have a male cat that fits the criteria. Let’s Fix Them All!

Bring your dog to the Chippewassee 
Dog Park in Midland (across the Tridge) 
on the second and fourth Wednesdays 
in July and August (July 8, July 22, 
August 12, and August 26) for an 
evening of fun and free doggie prizes! 
The event is from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
and is sponsored 
by SOS Animal 
Rescue.

Avoid nighttime Dangers

Nighttime walks with your dog can be 
a relaxing, enjoyable ritual. But poorly 
lit places and areas with high traffic 
can be a danger to you both. Bidawee 
offers the following suggestions to 
make your after-dark walks safer.
 
1. Wear Reflective Gear: That 

goes for both you and your dog. 
Whether you are walking in the 
city, in a development, or along a 
country road, drivers need to be 
able to see both of you.

2. Bring a Flashlight: Never leave 
the house for a nighttime walk 
without a flashlight to help you 
see the path.

3. Take Along Your Cell Phone: But 
the phone should be used for 
emergencies, not for talking while 
walking, which can be an unsafe 
distraction.

4. Leave Other Distractions at 
Home: In addition to not talking 
on your cell phone, don’t listen 
to music while walking the dog. 
Being distracted means being less 
aware of your surroundings and 
what your dog is doing.

Fleas & ticks

Every summer we get calls for help with a 
flea-infested house. It is far better to have 
your pets on a flea preventative than to deal 
with a flea infestation. Please make sure 
your pets are on flea preventative and check 
for ticks on a regular basis.

We are coming up on the 
United Way campaign. 
Remember that you can 
designate your donations 
to SOS Animal Rescue by 
writing in our name on 
the donation form. Our 
tax ID number is 38-
3562588. Thank you!
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Many cats in our foster program are not interested in living in a home. Some of these cats have lived 
their entire lives as strays and therefore tend to be shy, under-socialized, and not ready to be indoor 
pets. The perfect new home for these cats would be...a barn!

By providing a barn home for a SOS Animal Rescue foster cat, you are truly saving a life! All these 
cats need is a cozy barn where someone will provide them with shelter, food, and water. All cats 
adopted through our Barn Cat Program are spayed/neutered, up-to-date on shots, FIV/FeLV 
negative, and treated for fleas and worms. They just need a few days in a safe place like a crate or 
small room to acclimate to their new environment.

Give a second chance to an outdoor cat.

Barn Homes needed!

P.o. Box 1135, Midland, MI 48641
989-492-0042 • info@sosar.org
www.sosanimalrescue.org

no adoption fee!

Thank 
you to the 

barn homes that 

have taken in 16 

barn cats. The cats 

and we appreciate 

your help!



thAnks to ouR PlAtInuM, GolD, & sIlveR sPonsoRs!

P.O. Box 1135, Midland, MI 48641-1135
989-492-0042
info@sosar.org
www.sosanimalrescue.org
www.facebook.com/sosanimalrescue

Officers
Joann Taylor, President

Shelley Park, Vice President
Darlene Andrews, Secretary
Karla Oldenburg, Treasurer

Mission Statement
SOS Animal Rescue is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to 

reduce the number of unwanted pets in the Midland area through placement, 
public education, spay/neuter assistance programs, and support for the 

efforts of local animal welfare groups.

Directors
Liz Shook

Newsletter Editor
Sheryl Billmeier Hnizda


