
Adopt-athon
PetSmart Saginaw

Saturdays • 12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Monthly Meeting
Grace A. Dow Library
Conference Room B

Thursday, July 21
6:00 p.m.

Bark in Park
July 27

6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Vet Chat on Nutrition
River Rock Animal Hospital

July 28
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Bark in Park
August 10

6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Neuter Palooza
August 18

Dirty Dog Trail Run
August 27

Monthly Meeting
Grace A. Dow Library
Conference Room B

Thursday, September 15
6:00 p.m.

Bark in Park
August 24

6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Check the website for other 
updates to the schedule.

sos events

P.O. Box 1135, Midland, MI 48641
989-492-0042
info@sosar.org

www.sosanimalrescue.org
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Dirty Dog Trail Run Announces New Partnership with 
Shelterhouse 

The eight annual Dirty Dog Trail Run will be held on Saturday, August 27. New 
this year is Friday packet pick up and medals in each division for racers with and 
without dogs. Sign up for the race at www.itsyourrace.com. 

The Dirty Dog Trail Run has raised over $23,000 to help families with pet 
food and spay/neuter assistance. This year the Dirty Dog Trail Run is proud to 
announce an exciting new partnership with Shelterhouse. This partnership helps 
to ensure victims of domestic violence can provide a safe haven for their pets, and 
builds on the alliance created last year with the Judy V. Spencer Fund, whose goal 
is also to assist victims of domestic violence with their pet’s safety and care.

Trail Run

SOS
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ASPCApro.org/poison

People Food
Human food and drink are 
often readily accessible—
and very appealing—to 
pets. Xylitol and alcohol 

are common and serious exposures.

Top 10 Toxins of 2015

This list is based on all calls received in 2015 by the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center.

Chocolate
Calls about chocolate 
exposures were increased 
in 2015, with the APCC 
averaging one call about 
chocolate every 39 minutes. 

Household
Items
Commonly used items 
in homes such as paint, 

hazardous.

OTC Items
With the increasing number 
of vitamins, herbal and joint 
supplements sold over the 
counter, there are lots more 
dangers for pet exposures.

Insecticides
The APCC commonly sees 
exposure to products used 
in the house, in the yard and 
on pets. 

Rodenticides
These are often grain-
based and very appealing 
to pets. Bromethalin, a 
neurotoxin, is becoming 
much more common.

Plants
Do the plants in your home 
and outside landscaping 
pose any danger to pets?

Veterinary 
Products
Many pet medications are 
in the form of chewable 

tablets—and that means pets may take the 
entire prescription at once if they have access.

Human
Prescriptions
These medications were 
barely edged out of their 
traditional No.1 spot on the 

APCC’s list of top yearly toxin calls. 

Garden 
Products
Pets often get into 
herbicides and fungicides 
that are left in the garage, 
shed or yard.
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Kroger
Community

Rewards

Don’t forget to renew your 
charity at Kroger Community 
Rewards. April of each year 
requires a new sign-up. Our 
number is 91497. To date 

Kroger has donated $1100 to 
SOS Animal Rescue.

Spay/Neuter Statistics

If each spay/neuter surgery prevents two litters of 
unwanted puppies or kittens from being born the 
program has saved over 23,000 from a life of hunger, 
cruelty and disease. Thank you for making a difference 
in the lives of so many.

Spay/Neuter	 thru 2015	 2016	 Total
female cats	 1072	 69	 1141
male cats	 800	 76	 876
female dogs	 486	 20	 506
male dogs	 358	 15	 373
total	 2716	 180	 2896

Determining a Kitten’s Age

We get in many kittens this time of year and one key item is to determine how old they are. As suggested by the ASPCA, 
here is a few things to look for.

How do her teeth look?
Baby teeth start to come in around 3 weeks of age and permanent teeth at three to four months. 
The middle incisors are the first to come in around 14 weeks, with the second and third incisors 
following at about 15 and 16 weeks, respectively.

Kitten teeth are tiny, which makes it tricky to tell if the incisors are baby or 
permanent. It’s easiest when you have some of both to serve as a comparison. 
The baby teeth are a little smaller with pointed tips, while permanent teeth 
are a little wider with flat edges. Because the first two incisors in this kitten are 
permanent teeth and the third incisors are still baby teeth, we would estimate his 
age at approximately 15 weeks.

How much does he weigh?
A kitten’s weight in pounds roughly corresponds to his age in months, 
and he will gain weight at a relatively predictable rate until about five 
months of age. As long as a kitten is in good body condition, you 
can safely guess that a one-pound kitten is about four weeks old 
and a three-pound kitten is about twelve weeks old.

Are her eyes open?
Kittens are born with their eyes closed, and they don’t open until 
about ten days of age.

Is he walking and playing?
Most kittens start walking around three weeks of age, but take a 
little longer to gain their coordination. You can be comfortable saying 
a kitten who is walking pretty well and playing is at least four weeks of age.



Friday – Laceration to hind quarters and burned paws.
Jasper – Broken leg requiring a pin.
Lucas – Wound on side requiring major surgery to fix.
Bottle Babies – Day-old kittens requiring bottle feeding.
Little One – Eye infections and severely underweight.
Jordie – Gastrointestinal issues.
Roo – Liver shunt that could not be fixed. We lost poor little Roo at eight 

weeks of age.
Mac and Cheese – Returned because he doesn’t like dogs. Blind in one eye 

due to buck shot.
Larry – Urinary tract infection.
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Your donations help these 
animals receive medical care

Jasper

Lucas

Little One

Mac and Cheese
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Thank you!

Bottle Babies

Roo

Larry

ADOPTED! 
Jordie

Friday
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thank you!

Mary Adams
Carol Arnosky

Lily Cheng
Monica Essenmacher

Valerie Grimm
Lynne Heslov
Diane Legner

Elizabeth Marshall
Toni Nelson

Madeline Sasse
Judy Scheuffele
Cynthia Soney
Pamela Vida
Kim Wenzel

Rena Marx memorials
The Doyle Family’s mom

The father-in-law and Grandfather 
of Marcy Besaw and family

Christine Clements and family’s 
Dad

In loving memory of Maggie for the 
McKeith Family

The dad and grandmother of Jason 
Hughley

Thank you to everyone who donated shoes. We collected 1,850 pairs! Donated 
shoes will be redistributed throughout the Funds2Orgs network of microenterprise 
partners in developing nations. Funds2Orgs helps impoverished people start, 
maintain, and grow businesses in countries such as Haiti, Honduras, and other 
nations in Central America and Africa. Proceeds from the shoe sales are used to 
feed, clothe, and house their families. 

Ross Medical, thank you for the supply drive.



thank you!

Bronze Sponsors 
Amazing Deli

Circle Quality Shoes
 Computers To Go

Eastman Party Store
Family Fare

Glover’s Rexall Pharmacy
Good Times Pizza

Hugs for Homeless Animals
Midland Animal Clinic

Nature’s Gift Organic Market
 Olive Garden

Poochie’s Pit Stop
 Quilts for Cages

Ross Medical Education Center
Runners

Sanford Food Pride
Shay Water

Shelley’s Bed and Biscuit
Shirlene’s Cuisine
Thai Basil Bistro

Tyler Snyder Ayre Rhinehart
WalMart

Zach’s Dog Groomery
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Platinum Sponsors 
Larkin Food Center 

M-20 Animal Hospital
Morley Portraiture

Northern Animal Clinic
Park Place Homes 

PetSmart 
Precious Cat

River Rock Animal Hospital
Surrey Vet Clinic

VetMed of Midland 

Gold Sponsors 
Aberro Creative

Animal Pal
Bob Evans
Soldan’s

Superior Title and Settlement 
Target

Silver Sponsors 
The Gourmet Cupcake Shoppe 

Kroger
 Legacy Wealth Management– 

Benjamin F. Edwards 
Members First Credit Union

Olive Garden
Wolverine Bank

Thank you to everyone who 
donated, shopped, and 
volunteered at our annual 
rummage sale. Special 
thanks go to Tyler Snyder 
and Todd Bennett for the 
location.

Saginaw ISD, thank you for your 
continued support of the PetSmart 
Cat Condos.



8

	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015	 2016
Families helped	 50	 40	 77	 138	 90	 76	 63
Dogs		  56	 121	 180	 104	 100	 67
Cats		  149	 159	 210	 174	 159	 139
Other animals		  11	 2	 6	 1	 0	 0
Total dog food delivered			   2458	 6386	 3603	 3904	 2284
Total cat food delivered			   1627	 2824	 1866	 1599	 1521
Flea products					     16	 60	 0

Pet Food 
Assistance 
Program

Looking for an inexpensive way to provide dog enrichment? Food dispensing toys made from PVC piping 
are super cheap and easy to make. Simply drill a hole or two in food-grade piping, fill with kibble and 
watch canines roll the toys around to catch the kibble as it falls from the holes. Not only will the dogs 
be enriched through the puzzle feature, but they’ll also enjoy the mouth stimulation.

At SOS Animal Rescue, we often receive questions about helping animals that are considered wildlife. A 
rescue must be registered to handle wildlife via the Department of Natural Resources. Michigan rescues 

can be found at www.michigandnr.com/dlr.
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Thank you for donating to the SOS Animal Rescue 
Personal Pet Assistance Fund. In the 2016 Midland 

Community Foundation Give Local Campaign, $2,656 
was given in matching funds for a total of $8,176.

Dorian Shank
Jennifer Piering

Kevin & Jenny Kendrick
Lawrence Levy

Robert & Sue Johns
David Sovereen

Jeffrey Smith
Deb Fugate

Betty Shangle
Rosemary King

Patricia Scaduto

Barbara Anderson
Craig & Julie McCollister

Joann Taylor
Phyllis Beehr

Diane Watkins-Slaughter
Marshall Giant
Stacy Dostal
Susan Close
Mark Barger

Isabella Jansen
Anonymous

Location:
The large dog pen at the 

Dog Park in Chippewassee 
Park in Midland

(west of the Tridge)
on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays in June, July, 
and August for an evening 

of fun and free doggie 
prizes! Event is from

6:30–8:00 p.m.
and is sponsored by
SOS Animal Rescue. 

What Is It:
Low-key event that ensures 

others will be at the dog 
park so you and your dog 

can have someone to 
socialize with. Some dates 
have a special activity. All 

have a free doggie prize for 
your dog.

July 27
Pool Party

August 10
Spay Day

August 24
to be determined

sponsored by
SOS Animal Rescue
of Midland County
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Thanks to our Platinum, Gold, & Silver Sponsors!

P.O. Box 1135, Midland, MI 48641-1135
989-492-0042
info@sosar.org
www.sosanimalrescue.org
www.facebook.com/sosanimalrescue

Officers
Joann Taylor, President

Shelley Park, Vice President
Darlene Andrews, Secretary
Karla Oldenburg, Treasurer

Mission Statement
SOS Animal Rescue is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to 

reduce the number of unwanted pets in the Midland area through placement, 
public education, spay/neuter assistance programs, and support for the 

efforts of local animal welfare groups.

Directors
Liz Shook

Casey Wenzel
Newsletter Editor

Sheryl Billmeier Hnizda

Park 
Place 

Homes


